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The Grant Street and Murphy Meadows Project included water main and sanitary sewer construction
extending into the east bound lane and west bound lane of 56" Street. The original intentions had been
to patch the pavement for these utility lines in 56" Street. During the progress of construction there
was an incident where the water line valves were exercised by the water utility. One of the old water
mains to be abandoned with this project was capped and the valve closed, but the valve box had not yet
been removed for final abandonment. This valve was opened by accident, and the line pressure blew
off the cap and caused heaving of backfill and fluidization of soils under the road bed of 56" Street. It
was necessary to over-excavate the area in 56" Street to correct the problems caused by the water main
blow-off. This caused further deterioration to 56" Street in the area of the intersection with Grant
Street.

The condition of 56" Street was marginal prior to this project, and signs had been signs limiting truck
traffic had been previously posted on this road. The construction in Grant and Murphy Meadows
required a significant increase in heavy truck traffic on 56" Street. This project required nearly
continuous loading of dirt out of the project area and stone into the project area, along with numerous
concrete and asphalt trucks, and heavy equipment. Due to the high density development in the Grant
Street and Murphy Meadows Project Area, the contractor had very limited options for a staging and
equipment storage area. The Contractor was able to secure a staging and equipment site at the
southeast corner of 56" Street and Grant Street, with an entrance from 56" Street. This resulted in an
unavoidable increase in heavy equipment and heavy truck traffic on 56" Street, which further
contributed to the deterioration of this road. In order to minimize construction traffic on other marginal
neighborhood streets, most heavy traffic was routed onto 56" Street, which was the only reasonable
option.

The construction required to perform contract requirements on Grant Street and in Murphy Meadows
accelerated the deterioration of 56" Street between S.R. 267 and Northfield Drive. The improvements
proposed on 56" Street are directly related to the Grant Street and Murphy Meadows Project.



