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Memo #

Monthly reports generally take on the task of detailing a month’s activities, or introducing special programs or
projects, or simply updating those we serve on what it is we do each and every day. Some reports are statistical in
nature, some analytical, some philosophical, but all serve to send a message, make a point or two, or introduce
ideas for current or future operations.

This month, I will take the time to ask for your consideration and participation in reducing fire related injuries and
deaths by spreading the word of smoke detector testing, replacement if necessary, and battery replacement. Just
last night, it was revealed that an Indiana University student, who perished in a tragic fire, was not protected with
working smoke detectors within her apartment building, and the fire alarm had been disabled as well. The
comments made were that the detector was “annoying” and the batteries had been removed. This likely occurred
due to the battery needing replaced and the detector “beeping” to identify that need to those within the building,

The fact is that of five senses in human beings, four do not function when one is sleeping. Only hearing works,
and is “awake” during sleep. In this respect, the smoke detector becomes the “nose™ on the ceiling for us as we
sleep, sniffing away for toxins consistent with smoke. The alarm, when sounding, blaring out to that one sense that
is functioning during sleep, your hearing,

Replacing a battery is only part of the issue however. Most do not realize that smoke detectors have a “shelf life”
or “expiration date”. For most detectors, that is 10 years from the manufacture date. In newer detectors that date is
stamped inside of the detector as an expiration date. Hard-wired detectors also expire, and are not permanent as
many believe. The fact is that detectors use sensors to detect chemicals consistent with smoke, and those sensors
become less effective over time, and need replaced just like your furnace filters do.

Help all firefighters across our great nation this month, and all months hereafter, by checking your smoke
detectors, their batteries, and their expiration dates. Then go one step further by reminding a friend, neighbor, or
co-worker to do the same. If the message saves one life, it is a message with unmatched importance.

The Territory has this week received its $47,000 federal grant for the purchase of nearly 3,000 smoke detectors and
lithium batteries. These detectors should be received by the middle of November, and distribution and installation
will begin shortly thereafter. Following this grant period, the Territory will have received, distributed, and
installed over 5,000 residential smoke detectors since 2007. Few communities our size could ever boast such a
record, and all were purchased through federal grant funding sources.

Last week, BFT firefighters responded to a residence fire on S.R. 267 at CR 800N. Upon arrival, flames were
pushing through the roof on one entire side of the home. Crews made and aggressive, interior fire attack, stopping
the spread of flames, and extinguishing the residence fire. The stop was again a testament to the outstanding
training and professionalism of the Brownsburg Fire Territory personnel, preserving all possible for a family on
their worst day, and doing so while putting their own lives at risk. Thank you to B-Shift personnel and Battalion
Chief Todd Miller for their outstanding performance on this incident.




Finally, a heart-felt thank you to all those who have supported the Territory and its efforts to provide the finest fire
protection and emergency services possible to our citizens, business owners, and visitors. Without your cooperation
and support, the Brownsburg Fire Territory would not be able to provide the high level of customer care and
professionalism we currently provide.

Thank you and God Bless,

Oran D. True



